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Wait, did you read that correctly? Isn’t Passover the festival of freedom? Yom Kippur is
next on the calendar, right? Rabbi Abraham Twersky writes that Yom Kippur is also a
holiday of freedom and liberation. While Pesach celebrates the Freedom of Israel from
subjugation to Egypt; Yom Kippur celebrates the liberation of the individual. One is
liberation from an external captor; and the second, coming up Sunday night, is the
liberation from our internal limitations and enslavements.
Rabbi Twersky was an MD who spent his entire career helping people with alcohol and
drug addictions, and his dozens of books on Judaism are treasure chests of insight
from the world of recovery about how we can imprison ourselves, and how we can also
free ourselves.
Keep in mind the noteworthy point that in a Jubilee year, all slaves are emancipated on
Yom Kippur. You can read about this in Leviticus 25:10, where it says “Proclaim liberty
throughout the land to all the inhabitants thereof.” You can also read it cast on the
Liberty Bell in Philadelphia, or its replica in Jerusalem. This is one reason we sound the
shofar at the conclusion of Ne’ilah.
Rabbi Twersky explains that so often, what holds us back and limits us from growing,
seeking, learning, becoming; is not some external limitations placed upon us, but rather
our own attitude and lack of self-esteem and self-confidence. If we can regain and
reactivate those on Yom Kippur, and truly begin the new year with a clean slate, then
truly the future lies open before us.
While it will not in any way limit the joy we feel in shul or our delight in oneg Shabbat
and simchat yom tov in coming weeks, the recovery and reconstruction in the
basement will take longer than we had been originally informed--probably two months
instead of one. So we will have to innovate and improvise a bit with kiddush in the
coming weeks, but that’s just what we will do! Thankfully, we are scheduled to enjoy
our kiddushes in the sukkah over the coming weeks, so business as usual! We will
keep you updated periodically as he schedule becomes available.
We look forward to welcoming each other to shul on Sunday night for Kol Nidrei,
beginning at 7pm, and Monday for a meaningful and uplifting day of Yom Kippur with
our wonderful chazzanim and our scholar in residence, Rabbi Dr Dovid Bashevkin.
Rabbi Bashevkin will give two presentations in the tent in the parking lot (Just like the
old days!) and one in the shul in the afternoon break.
We have yet another treat for all our members: Rabbi Bashevkin has just published a
commentary on the Chumash titled I Read This Over Shabbos: Reading Jewish History
in the Parasha. Thanks to the generous and kind sponsorship of Eddy Goldstein and
Felicia Salomon and family in loving memory of their parents, we are able to present a
copy of the book to you. (one per family, please.). You may pick up your copy in the
shul office tomorrow (Friday) between 10am and noon, upon the submission of your
Yom Kippur Pledge card. If you have already made your Yom Kippur appeal pledge
online, we will have a list of those who have done



so. Or once you have made your Yom Kippur pledge online or by the card, you can
stop by the shul office next week Tuesday-Friday from 10am-1pm (noon on Friday) to
receive your copy.
(We realize that our website has had its challenges recently, and we hope to get it
current, up-to-speed, and more user friendly right after the holidays, so thank you for
your patience!)
If you are planning to bring your Yom Kippur appeal pledge card to shul on Sunday
night, there will be a box in the shul foyer to drop it off. We will do our utmost to process
your pledge as soon as possible so you can receive your copy of Rabbi Bashevkin’s
book.
Shana tova to everyone, a gmar chatima tova; and well over the fast.
Shabbat Shalom
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Sustaining Our Shabbat Kiddush, Week After Week.

The  KST Chevrah  helps ensure our community comes together
around a warm, welcoming hot Kiddush every Shabbat at KST.

Kiddush is where community relationships deepen, newcomers to
the Shul feel welcomed, and our community truly connects after
da ening
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davening.

Please consider supporting this cornerstone of Shabbat at KST.

Click here to support

*NEW*
This week's upcoming yahrzeits

Yahrzeits
Friday

Anne Levin for mother Aida Gruslawsky

James Greenspan for grandfather Phillip Greenspan

Samuel Greenspan for father Phillip Greenspan

Stanley Baker for father Harry Baker

Saturday

Roslyn Hasson for father-in-law Eliakim Hasson

Monday

Essie Sher for Sister Farah Bresge

Lydia Lipton for father Isaac Anidjar

Ruth Reuben for father Eliezer Wenger

Tuesday

Heather Waldman for father Jos Pitluk

Wednesday

Carol Brauer for mother Simma Korb

MAKE SURE POP-UPS ARE ENABLED IN YOUR BROWSER
CLICK BELOW FOR LINK
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