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Parashat Vayera

Mazal tov to Hadar Jakubovic on the occasion of

her Bat Mitzvah. Mazal tov to her parents, Yael &

Baruch Jakubovic, siblings Gidon, Leah, Dovi and

Goldie, grandparents Dr. Henry & Holly Jakubovic,

Lori & Larry Wolynetz and great-grandmother,

Sylvia Wolynetz.

Schedule

Friday, Oct 30

5:55pm: Mincha/Kabbalat

Shabbat

5:52pm: Candle Lighting

Shabbat, Oct 31

9:00am: Shacharit

5:50pm: Mincha

6:53pm: Ma'ariv

6:55pm: Havdala

Turn clocks back
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Welcome to Rav Yuval and Dr. Smadar

Cherlow, our Scholars in Residence for

Shabbat. Please join us for an Oneg Friday

night at 9 PM and see the flyer below for details

about Shabbat. 

Thank you to Lori and Larry Wolynetz for

sponsoring our Scholars in Residence

programs, marking the lifecycle events in their

family:

in celebration of the Bat Mitzvah of their

granddaughter Hadar Jakubovic,

in commemoration of the 11th yahrzeit of Lori's

beloved father, Bernard Shapiro, דב בער בן ישראל צבי
ז"ל
and the 2nd yahrzeit of Lori's beloved mother, Joan

Shapiro, יוכבד בת יהואש ועטקא ז״ל

Thank you to our kiddush sponsors,

Week of Oct Nov 1

Shacharit

Sun: 8:00am 

Mon, Thu: 6:30am

Tue, Wed, Fri: 6:40am

Mincha/Ma'ariv

Sun-Thu:4:55pm

Monday, 7:30pm: 

Please join us online for

Tehillim, click here

(password grysman).

Tuesday, 7:30pm: 

Lori Grysman's online

shiur in Melachim,

click here

(password grysman).

Contact
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Yael, Baruch, Gidon, Leah, Dovi and

Goldie Jakubovic in honour of Hadar's bat

mitzvah.

Jake Rosenberg for the first yahrzeit of his

beloved  father Abraham Rosenberg,

Avraham Elimelech ben Yaakov Yehudah

Leib z"l.

Kiddush team 4

Thank you to our seudah shlishit sponsors,

Alain and Penina Sotto for the yahrzeits of

their beloved fathers Jacob Sotto z'l and

Avrahm Galper z'l.

Moishe and Jodi Gottesman & family to

commemorate the yahrzeit of Jodi's beloved

father, Nathan Kaiman (Natan ben Velf

Ze'ev) z"l.

Rabbi Charles Grysman

(905) 764-7591

cgrysman@rogers.com

General:

info@altzy.org

Administrator:

office@altzy.org

Kiddush committee:

kiddush@altzy.org

Donations:

etransfer@altzy.org or

Online Donation

See Something? Say

Something.

security@altzy.org

JSN Hotline: 437-222-

3999

Deadline for bulletin

submissions: Tuesday

From Rabbi Grysman

This week's and last week’s parashot mention two different incidents where

Avraham has Sarah pose as his sister to save himself from violence and/or

death, while, at the same time, placing Sarah in danger of being violated.  Last

week we read,

ה שָּׁ֥  י אִ כִּ֛ י  תִּ עְ נָ֣א יָדַ֔ נֵּה־ וֹ הִ תּ֔ שְׁ י אִ רַ֣  ל־שָׂ ר֙ אֶ אמֶ יֹּ֙  ה וַ מָ יְ רָ֑  צְ וֹא מִ ב֣ יב לָ רִ֖  קְ ר הִ שֶׁ֥  אֲ י כַּ הִ֕ יְ בראשית פרק יב: )יא( וַ
נָ֖א י־ רִ מְ וּ  יג( אִ יּֽ חַ ךְ יְ תָ֥  אֹ י וְ תִ֖  וּ אֹ ג֥ רְ הָ את וְ זֹ֑ וֹ  תּ֣ שְׁ וּ אִ ר֖ מְ אָ ים וְ רִ֔  צְ מִּ ךְ֙ הַ תָ וּ אֹ א֤ רְ י־יִ כִּֽ ה  יָ֗ הָ תְּ )יב( וְ אָֽ ה  אֶ֖  רְ ת־מַ פַ יְ

ךְ: לֵֽ  לָ גְ י בִּ שִׁ֖  ה נַפְ תָ֥  יְ חָ ךְ וְ רֵ֔ עֲבוּ י בַ לִ֣ ב־ יטַ יִֽ ן֙  עַ מַ֙ תְּ לְ אָ֑ י  תִ חֹ֣ אֲ

 As they approached Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “I realize that you are a

good-looking woman.  When the Egyptians see you, they will assume that you

are my wife and they will kill me, allowing you live.  If you would, say that you

are my sister.  They will then be good to me for your sake, and through your

efforts, my life will be spared.

Similarly, in this week’s parasha, we read,
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ר אמֶ יֹּ֧  ר )ב( וַ רָֽ  גְ יָּ֖גָר בִּ  וּר וַ ין שׁ֑ בֵ֣ שׁ וּ דֵ֖  ין־קָ ב בֵּ יֵּ֥שֶׁ  ב וַ גֶ נֶּ֔ ה הַ צָ רְ אַ֣ ם֙  הָ רָ בְ ם אַ שָּׁ֤  ע מִ סַּ֨ יִּ בראשית פרק כ: )א( וַ
ה: רָֽ  ת־שָׂ ח אֶ קַּ֖  יִּ ר וַ רָ֔ ךְ גְּ לֶ מֶ֣ ךְ֙  לֶ ימֶ֙ בִ ח אֲ לַ֗ שְׁ יִּ וא וַ הִ֑ י  תִ חֹ֣ וֹ אֲ תּ֖ שְׁ ה אִ רָ֥  ל־שָׂ ם אֶ הָ֛  רָ בְ אַ

Avraham migrated from there to the land of the Negev and he settled between

Kadesh and Shur.  He would often visit Gerar.  There, he announced that his

wife, Sarah, was his sister, and Avimelekh, king of Gerar, sent messengers and

took his sister.

 

Was Avraham truly the type of person who would endanger his wife, even

under these circumstances?

 

Radak explains that prior to entering Egypt, Avraham had no idea about the vile

nature of the Egyptian people and had he been aware, he would not have gone

there in the face of such great danger.  Once he understood the horrible

circumstances they would inevitably face, he concluded that even the most

vicious people would kill a husband rather than violate his wife in the husband's

presence. The only way to save Sarah from this predicament would be by

presenting her as his sister.  He says,

רד"ק בראשית פרק יב, יב: לא יעשו פעמים רבות שישכבו אותה לעיניו כי זה יהיה חמס רב וחמס תמידי
לא יסבלו אנשי העולם, אבל להרוג אותו אינו אלא פעם אחת ואחר כך תהיה מופקרת להם בלא חמס, כי

לא יהיה לה בעל ומזה פחד אברהם.

They would not lie with her many times in his presence because this would be a

form of unusual cruelty that is intolerable.  However, killing him makes this a

one-time situation, leaving her permanently in their hands without undue cruelty

since she is a widow.  This was Avraham’s greatest fear.

 

It was only Hashem’s intervention that could save Avraham from a hopeless

situation and, as a true tzadik, he prepared himself for the possibility that

Hashem would not intervene.   As the Gemara in Megila (7b) tells us, ל כֹ א בְּ לָ
א יסָּ ישׁ נִ חִ רְ תְ א מִ תָּ עְ שַׁ א וְ תָּ עְ .miracles do not always happen ,שַׁ

 

It is also possible that as an older brother, Avraham could present himself as

Sarah’s guardian.  The fact that she travelled with him would cause people to

think that she was brought along for an arranged marriage. He would be

approached with multiple offers for her hand which would delay her removal

from his custody, providing Avraham and Sarah time to devise a plan of

escape.  As Abarbanel said,

אברבנאל פרשת לך לך: כאשר תאמר שהיא אחותו יקוה כל אחד שיסכים אברהם לתתה לו לאשה ע"י
מתנות ולא יהרגוהו כי יחשבו שלכך הביאוה להשיאה לאחד מנכבדי הארץ וחשב אברהם שלא יקחוה אבל



ישאו ויתנו עמו במתון ימים רבים ואם יוכל להשמט מהם בתחבולות ותואנות ... ולא עלה על לב אברהם
שהמלך יקחה לו לאשה.  

When he tells them that she is his sister, all will hope to have him give her to

him as a bride in return for favours and gifts that they will provide.  This is

because all will think that she was brought here to marry into an important

family, thereby protecting her from being taken suddenly. Instead, they would

spend many days with him in discussion. [This way he could see] if he could

evade them with tricks and excuses, and if not, that he would return to his

country… and it did not occur to Abraham that the king would take her as a

wife.

There are times when the best response to a difficulty is stalling.  It provides an

opportunity to find new ways to understand and address a problem.

In contradistinction to Radak and Abarbanel, Ramban explains that having

Sarah pose as his sister was an error in judgment, where he needlessly

endangered his wife, and, because of his actions, his descendants eventually

had to leave Israel for Egypt.  We read,

רמב"ן בראשית פרק יב, ו: ודע כי אברהם אבינו חטא חטא גדול בשגגה ... מפני פחדו פן יהרגוהו, והיה
לו לבטוח בשם שיציל אותו ואת אשתו ... כי יש בא-לקים כח לעזור ולהציל. ... ועל המעשה הזה נגזר על

זרעו הגלות בארץ מצרים ביד פרעה.

Know that Abraham our father unintentionally committed a great sin … out of

fear for his life. He should have trusted that God would save him and his wife …

since G-d surely has the power to help and to save. …It was because of this

deed that the exile in the land of Egypt at the hand of Pharaoh was decreed for

his children.

Even with their great piety and courage, at times, our Avot and Imahot still

faltered.  As their descendants, the consequences of these flaws will somehow

become manifest in our lives .  As a result, it behooves us to continually refine

ourselves to enhance the kedusha of Klal Yisrael as we repair the past.  This

idea is encapsulated in the phrase מעשה אבות סימן לבנים, the actions of the

parents are a sign for the children.  Ramban treats this idea as a thematic

framework for understanding events in the Chumash and in Jewish history.

Throughout the book of Bereishit, Sarah actively partners with Avraham in

bringing people closer to monotheism, and when offering Hagar to him as a

concubine to continue Avraham's line. Sarah is vocal in her criticism of

Avraham as is exemplified in her chastisement of Avraham’s reaction to Hagar



when she disrespected Sarah.  The fact that she was an active and full partner

in all of Avraham’s endeavors, yet unusually silent with respect to posing as

Avraham’s sister, caused  Rav Adin Steinsaltz to say,

 המפתיע והמוזר כאן אינה במה שאברהם עושה )שהיא בעיה לעצמה( אלא עוד יותר  בשתיקתה של שרה

שהרי אין היא נוהגת בפסיביות גמורה. 

What is surprising and strange here is not what Avraham does (which is a

problem in itself) but even more so in Sarah's silence, for she is not one to act

with complete passivity.

Rav Steinsaltz determines that her silence indicates that she collaborated with

Avraham and agreed to this course of action, because it was the best possibility

for them to both survive and continue their combined efforts in bringing

monotheism to the world.  It is also clear that if Sarah objected to what

Avraham did, a strong response like her reproach about Hagar would

have followed. (Nashim Bamikra, p.18 – 19) As we consider Sarah’s role in

these two incidents, our understanding of Avraham's actions takes on an added

dimension.

If we were to assess Avraham’s actions as solely his initiative, they could be

seen as an effort to try something in a hopeless situation, or as a tragic mistake

stemming from a misguided lack of faith.  However, if the situation is perceived

as a team effort made by a loving couple designed to salvage their

monotheistic mission, Avraham’s and Sarah’s actions become a joint decision

made by a couple united in their dedication to a noble cause.

 ,שבת שלום

Rabbi Grysman
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