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Erev YOM KIPPUR
Sunday, Sept 20™

7:00/7:45 AM Selichot & Shacharit
2:30 PM Mincha (Ateret)
3:00 PM Mincha (Kollel)
7:00 PM Candle Lighting
6:50 PM Kol Nidrei
7:18 PM Shekia

YOM KIPPUR
Monday, Sept 21*

7:15 AM Shacharit (Korbanot)
1:10 PM Chatzot
4:05 PM Mincha
7:16 PM Shekia
8:06 / 8:29 Havdalah
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The Song of History

he Shirat Ha’azmu

encapsulates the entire

future of Klal Yisrael.
The Seforno explains this based
on Chazal’s division of the shim
into six parts, with each portion
focusing on a specific aspect of
Jewish history and identity. We
will provide a synopsis of the
shira according to the Seforno’s
explanation.

The first part, beginning with
Ha’azinu, 1s an introduction to
the shim. Moshe encourages Klal
Yisrael not to misinterpret its
meaning. Although the shirg speaks
about both the troubles and the
eventual redemption that will befall
the Jews, this transformation 1s not
due to any change on Hashem’
part. As those who accepted and
learned the Torah, the Jewish
people must realize that Hashem
1s All-powerful, perfect and exact
i His ways. Everything He does
1s with a precise calculation; it is
our sins that cause our tribulations.
We learn this lesson from the
chet Ha'egel, where, after Hashem
entrusted us with the task of
bringing the world to perfection
through our acceptance of the
Torah, we sinned due to a terrible
lack of judgment. This resulted in
a delay in reaching that goal, the

repercussions of which we stll

Rabbi Yaakov Luwish
tace today.

Beginming from o9 mis M3,
Moshe exhorts the people to realize
how Hashem has always ammed to
bring the world to perfection, and
thatsuch a day will eventually arrive.
He has provided generations with
their needs so they could serve
Him and has punished them when
they were found lacking. These
cycles of reward and purushment
appear throughout history, and
only the Jews will ultimately fulfill

Hashem’s desire.

From 51299, the process that will
begin when Klal Yisrael enters
Eretz Yisrael 1s described. Hashem
will provide them with various
blessings to enable them to focus
on learning Torah and doing
mitzvot. However, the people will
be drawn to physical enjoyment,
causing them to gradually dnft
away from the Torah, culminating
n 1dol worship.

The portion beginmng with N9
y83% ' descobes the purpose
of gnlut. Moshe explams how
the sins of the parents will bring
suffering upon the children who
lack proper guidance. Rather than
learning to correct their ways, the
Jewish people will descend deeper
mnto their snful ways until they
become deserving of near-total
Those to

destruction. chosen

remain will be sent into galr, not
as purushment, but as a means of
protection. The haughtiness of the
goyim who will be sent to punish
us will lead them to mustakenly
percerve their abiity to inflict harm
upon us. Spreading the Jewish
people among the nations will
prevent them from wiping us out,
whether physically or spintually.
The wickedness of our oppressors
will eventually come to haunt them
when the time for retribution
arnves. At that point, we will also
realize that all our suffering was
truly from the hand of Hashem, as

a result of our sins.

The final part of the $hirg, from
DB SR NN, discusses Hashem’s
that
come by the hand of His chosen

promise retribution  will
nation. The other nations will
recogruze that they are deserving
of punishment, and the Jews will
thank Hashem for coming to their
aid. All that defiles Hashem’s name
will be rectified, and He will once
again place the sheching among us.

The lessons of Shirat Ha’azinu

are especially relevant dunng
these days of #eshura. We must
understand that our troubles come
from our aweret and strive to amend
our ways. May we all be zodbe to a

&gy chating to.
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avriel had a clever way of managing

his trade; nstead of selling his goods

himself, he would hire agents to take
large amounts of merchandise to different
markets.

One day, he sent his agents off with goods
worth thirty thousand shiny gold coins. This
was a treasure trove of products: beautiful silks,
tasty spices, and expensive jewellery, all gleaming;
and waiting; to find new homes. Unfortunately,
the agents, feeling confident and a bit careless,
didn’t keep a cdlose watch on the precious i1termns.
One dark, stormy night, thieves swept in and
stole everything,

When the agents returned to Gavriel, their
faces were downcast, and their eyes were glued
to the ground. They were scared to face him.
After all, who wouldn’t be anxious after losing
so much? With heavy hearts, they approached
him, their voices trembling as they begged for
his forgiveness. They even promused to make up
for the loss in any way they could.

Gavnel was heartbroken over his lost fortune.
However, he knew that no amount of money
from the agents could replace the thirty

Q

Rashi explains that Moshe spoke at the
A beginning. of the day, while Yehoshua

The pasak tells us that both Moshe and
Yehoshua recited the Shira of Haazinu.
How is this possible?

spoke at the end.

PARABLE

Shameless

Rabbi Eliyahu Ohayon

thousand gold coins worth of goods that had
been taken. After thimking carefully, he decided
to offer them a way out. “You will not be able
to repay all the money you owe me,” he said
kindly, “but I will ask for just one hundredth
of theloss”

The number he chose meant the agents would
have to pay him three hundred gold coins
instead, which was still alot of money. To make
it easier, Gavriel agreed to let them pay in small
portions of three gold coins every week.

One of the agents was particularly poor and
could only manage to bring Gavnel two gold
coins. Nervously, he approached Gavriel, his
heart pounding. “Please, forgive me,” he
pleaded, “I promise I'll do my best to brng
more next week” Gavriel looked at him with a
gentle smile. “That’s alright”” he replied. “Your
honesty 1s what matters to me.”

Meanwhile, another agent, who had plenty of
money, came strding forward with confidence.
He cheerfully handed over four gold coins,
proud of himself for paying more than what
was asked. But instead of smiling back, Gavriel
accepted the coms with an icy stare, leaving the

THE PARASHA QUESTION

The
primary speaker, and Yehoshua served as the

Ramban answers that Moshe was the

meturgaman, who repeated it for the audience.

The Sefer Panim Yafor wmtes that Moshe
addressed part of Klal Yisrael, while Yehoshua
spoke to the remaining members of I<lal Yisrael.

agent feeling puzzled.

Gavriel’s family watched this unfold and were
rather confused. “Why did you accept the
smaller payment with a smile, while the one
who brought you more was met with coldnessr”

they asked him curiously.

Gavriel explained, “You see, the payments won’t
come close to covering my loss. What matters
more to me is the shame these agents feel for
their carelessness. I hope they remember this
shame, and it helps them do betterin the future”

He continued, “The agent who paid me less
feels a heavier weight of regret in his heart, and
I believe he will learn from his mustake, while
the other one may continue to think he is doing
well just because he paid more.”

The Dubna Maggid explams that a person
seeking atonement for their sins can never
fully repay for or be exempt from their actions.
However, if their heart is truly broken and they
deeply regret what they have done, this feeling
of shame can motivate them not to sin in the
future. Ultimately, this sincere remorse will help
bring them closer to Hashemn.

The Obr Hachaim Hakadost explains that only
Moshe spoke, with Yehoshua standing by his
side.

The Mualbim writes that Moshe recited the

Shirah three times, and Yehoshua recited it a
fourth time.
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SHABBAT INITIATIVE

Reciting Havdalah on Motzaei Yom Kippur

Holiness of Yom Kippur

Yom Kippur is one of the most important days
of the year. Itis a gift from Hashem to atone for
sins that we committed during the year through
proper teshuva. The Torah also describes itasa
day of holiness and Shabbat'. Thus, any melacha
that is forbidden on Shabbat is also forbidden
on Yom Kippur.

The difference between the two is that
transgressing  Shabbat harsher
pumishment, which, in the times of Bet Din,
Jewish court, was death’. In contrast, the

carries  a

punishment for doing melacha on Yom Kippur
is &aret, which means being cut off from one’s
rightful place in the World to Come, a shortened
lifespan, or the death of one’s children.

Havdalah

Due to the holiness of Yom Kippur, we are
required to make Havdalah at the end of Yom
Kippur, even when it does not fall on Shabbat’.a

We imsert the paragraph of Havdalah n
Shemona Esrei i the feracha of “Chonen
Hadaat™ just as we do on Motzaei Shabbat?, and
make Havdalah over a cup of wine.

If one forgot to say it in Shemona Esrei, they
do not need to repeat Shemona Hsrei, similar
to Motzaei Shabbat, since Havdalah will be
made over a cup of wine’. If one mentioned
it during Shemona Esrei but ate before saying
Havdalah on wine, they also do not need to
repeat Shemona Esrei®.

However, if one forgot to mention 1t in
Shemona Esrei and then mistakenly ate before
reating Havdalah on wine, they must repeat
Shemona Hsrei, even if they plan on doing
Havdalah on wine, as our sages penalized one
for eating before making Havdalah on wine and
omitting it in Shemona Esrei’a

If Havdalah was not made on Motzaer Yom
Kippur, it can still be recited throughout the
following day until sunset®.

Candle

One recites a beracha on a candle durng

Rabbi Moshe Levitin

Havdalah on Motzael Yom Kippur, similar to
Shabbat’. Yom Kippur has a unique halacha
regarding how to obtain fire. On a regular
Motzael Shabbat, one may strike a match or use
any other method to create fire, as long as it ism’t
created in a forbidden manner on Shabbat.

However, on Motzael Yom IKippur, one may
not use such a fire'”. The reason is that we
want to emphasize that Yom Kippur is more
stringent than a regular Yom Tov; and that using
light dunng Yom Kippur, for purposes such as
cooking;, is prohibited, and only permitted on
Motzael Yom Kippur™.

Therefore, it is preferable that one lght a
candle before Yom Kippur to last until after

Yom Kippur for the purpose of using it by
Havdalah'?.

If this was not done, one should not use a
memorial candle lit in memory of loved ones,
since it was lit with the purpose of their soul
and not for the use of the light”. Instead, one
may light a match from the memonal candle
and recite a beroba on the new fire™. According,
to some poskim®, one may also light a match
from the pilot of one’s gas stove, as the pilot
light was lit before Yom Kippur.

Besamim, Aromatic Spices

When Yom Kippur falls on Shabbat, the
poskim debate whether to mclude the leravba
on besamiz, similar to a regular Motzael Shabbat.
The Shulchan Aruch® rules that one does not
recite the beraeba. Many Ashkenazi poskim™ rule
that one recites the beracha.

Many Sephardi pos&iz™ make a compromise:
one should make Havdalah first, omitting the
beracka of besamim, and then recite the beracha
on besamim after dronking from the wine. This
year, since Yom Kippur is during the week, all
opinions agree that the beracha on besamin is not
recited®.

The rationale for this is based on the reason for
making the beracha: on Shabbat, we are granted
a Neshama Yetera, a higher spiritual level of
soul, and when it departs at the conclusion of
Shabbat, our remaining soul enters a lower state.

Smelling besamim comforts the soul. However,
on Yom Kippur, we do not merit this Neshama
Yetera and therefore do not need the comfort
.of the besamin?

Eating or Drinking Before Havdalah

Neither men nor women are permitted to eat
or drink before making or hearing Havdalah™.
However, most poskim” allow one to drnk
water before Havdalah. Some? add that before
drinking, one should say the wverse “Barwch
Hamavdil ben Kodesh Lechol”.

Women Making Havdalah

A woman whose husband is delayed and wishes
to eat should recite Havdalah on wine by
herself”. Many poskim® who follow Sephardic
customs rule that a woman may also make the
beracha of WNM MNIB NI, on fire. Many poskim?®
who follow the Ashkenazi customs rule that
women do not recite the beragha.
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halom was sitting in front of a pile of
Spapers, trying to decide the best way

to allocate his funds. He faced several
obligations: his credit card bill, his childrer’s
school tuition, and varous weekly pamphlet
bills. Then he noticed a colourful cultural paper
offering sponsorship opportunities in a new
sefer torah.

As he considered his choices, he thought it
would be much easier to pay off the credit card
companies and schools if they would simply
provide a nice gold plaque with his name on it,
just as he would for sponsoring the sefer torah.

He needed to clear his mind of the financial
burdens weighing on him. He was unsure
whether the credit card bill, nflated by holiday
expenses, was based on money he was allocated
from last Rosh Hashana or this Rosh Hashana.

After  deciding to
opportunities, he found most options too

explore  sponsorship
expensive. He considered sponsonng the bags
that would hold treats for the children, but felt
too embarrassed to ask, as he only wanted to
cover the cost of the bags, not the contents. He
also dismissed sponsonng flags; the poles were
too small to display his name properly. This led
him to consider what he needed to sponsor to
fulfill his obligation to write a sefer Torah.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

The Rambam (Sefir Torah 7:1) writes that every Jew
has a positive commandment to wrte a Sefer
Torah. The Bet Yosef (Y.D 270) explains that the
Rambam understood the pasné instructing one
to write this song as referring to the song of
Haazinu and thus a directive to write the entire
Torah, because it 1s forbidden to write individual
sections of the Torah.

The Gemara (Menachot 30a) highlights the great
virtue of performing this mitzvah, stating that
it is as if one received the Torah directly from
Sinai. Additionally, the Gemara (Sanbesrin 21b)
states that if someone inherits a Sefer Torah,
they have not fulfilled this mitzvah; one must
write it to fulfill the obligation.

The Gemara (Meaachor 302) adds that purchasing

DISCUSSION

Paid in Full

Rabbi Yehuda Nulman

a Sefer Torah is like grabbing a mitzvah from
the market, while writing one is like receiving it
at Sinai. Rashi explains that while purchasmng a
Sefer Torah fulfills the obligation of writing the
Torah, it is not the best way to fulfill the mitzvah

because it requires less effort.

It seems that Kack understands the central
aspect of the mitzvah is owning a Sefer Torah;
if one has actually written it themselves, they
have put in more effort, which makes 1t more
valuable. Accordng to this view, if someone
loses or donates their Sefer Torah, they have
lost the mitzvah. This ruling is cited by the Torur
Chaim (Sauhedrin 215). However, the Pueher Techuvab
(VD 270:3) argues that a person does not lose
their fulfilment of the mitzvah when they lose it
or donate 1t to a synagogue.

The Rambam (ibid) writes that someone who is
unable to wrte a Sefer Torah should appoint
someone to do so on their behalf. The Minchar
Chinach (613 notes that the Rawbam makes
no mention of purchasing an already written
Sefer Torah, implying that one does not fulfill
the obligation by buying one. The Rema (VD
270:1) supports this opinion, ruling that one
who purchases a Sefer Torah that requires no
corrections has not fulfilled the mitzvah at all.

Rav Moshe Feinstein ([ygot Moste, V.01 1:163) argues
that one fulfills the obligation by purchasing
a complete Sefer Torah and that the Rambam
does not imply otherwise. This is also the
opimon of the Vilna Gaon (v.D: 270:3) and the
Arwch Hashulchan 270:2).

The Pitehei Teshuvab (270:1) cites several authoritics
who hold that each person should own their
own Sefer Torah, meaning this mitzvah cannot
be fulfilled in partnership. However, Rav Moshe
Feinstem (ibid) argues that the mitzvah can be
fulfilled in partnership, provided each partner
has a specific part of the Torah, such as the
parshiyst. Therefore, if this is the only way to
fulfill the mitzvah, one may do so. He adds
that, according to all opinions, writing a Sefer
Torah in partnership and purchasing commonly
studied sefarim is sufficient to fulfill the mitzvah.

Rav Moshe Feinstein (ibid.) writes that according

to most authonties there is no obligation to
spend a significant portion of one’s wealth on
a Sefer Torah. However, one should not spend
more than one-fifth of their wealth on a Sefer
Torah; otherwise, they may not be able to
perform other mitzvoi ox give fzedakab.

Accordingly, the obligation to write a Sefer
Torah only applies to a wealthy individual for
whom the cost of a Sefer Torah is less than one-
fifth of their available wealth. This ruling aligns
well with the wording of the Tz (v.D 270), which
states that the mitzvah applies to “any man who
has the means,” implying that only those with
the means are obligated to fulfill the mitzvah.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mazal Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Eric Landau on the birth of a
baby boy
Mazal Tov to the grandparents, kr. & Mrs. Eli Taby

Mazal Tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Eliyahu Nathan on the birth
of a baby girl

Mazal Tov ta Rabbi & Mrs. Refael Zipori an the Brit
Milah of their son, David Yitzchak

Mazal Tov to the grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Alon Zipari
and Rabbi & Mrs. David Bennet

To share your announcements with the cormmunity,
please email parasha@kollel.ca

To sponsor this publication, please email Rabbi Eliyvahu Ohayon at parasha@lkollel.ca
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